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, -Item One on the Republican Con- 
tract With America — even before it 
got around to crime, welfare and cut- 
ting capital-gains taxes — was a 
pledge to subject Congress to the 
same laws and rules that apply to 
everyone else. 

■ The pledge passed, amid much self- 
congratulation, on Day One of the 
first Republican-controlled House in 
40 years. No longer would Congress 
be a privileged sanctuary, insulated 
from the burdens and petty harass- 
ment® that government inflicts on the 
rest of the public. 

Except that as you look at the 
federal government today, exactly 
one year later, it is shut down, with 
780,000 federal employees either laid 
off or working for no pay. 
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And in this frozen wasteland of 
inactivity, amid the anguish of federal 
workers wondering how they will pay 
mortgages and heating bills, there 
still exists one insulated, privileged 
class of public servant: members of 
Congress, drawing their full pay- 
checks even though they cannot or 
will not meet a payroll for rank-and- 
file federal employees. 

Republicans argue that the pain of 
a shutdown is essential to force 
agreement on a balanced budget — 
but they carefully insulate themselves 
from that pain. In the two weeks the 
government has been closed, mem- 
bers of Congress have pulled in at 
least $5,000 of their $133,600 salary. 
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Mark Sanford of South Carolina and 
Wayne Allard of Colorado have intro- 
duced a bill that would put Congress 
on the same footing as most other 
Americans. 

Their Citizen Congress Act abolish- 
es the pension system that gives 
members of Congress guaranteed 
lifetime inflation-adjusted pensions 
that are far richer than most private- 
sector pension plans and more gener- 
ous than pensions for ordinary federal 
employees. 

Since so many of the Republicans 
want to privatize Social Security, let 
them start by entrusting their own 
retirement savings to a 28-year-old 
whiz kid in Singapore who has a hunch 
that Japanese interest rates will rise. 
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The Sanford-Aliard bill also would 
end congressional franking privileges 
that enable members of Congress to 
fill your mailbox with postage-free 
propaganda in the guise of newslet- 
ters. 

It would stop automatic pay raises, 
terminate special parking privileges 
at airports, take away frequent-flier 
miles accumulated on government- 
paid trips and bar congressional jun- 
keting on military aircraft. 

(It took a protest by outraged State 
Department diplomats to shame doz- 
ens of representatives into canceling 
the traditional winter-break foreign 
shopping junkets they were planning 
to make while the government is shut 
down.) 
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